
POWERING THE REGION’S ECONOMY

Genesee Community College’s economic impact measures the dollars flowing through the region’s 
economy as a direct result of:

   •  GCC spending, such as the cost of supplies, equipment and services 

   •  Student spending related to the College, such as meals, transportation and           
       entertainment by out-of-area students living in the community while attending GCC

   •  Local spending by faculty and staff members who live in the region

   •  The marginal (or “partial”) portion of the income of former students directly             
       attributable to their GCC education spent in the region 

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF GENESEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE

Since its founding in 1966, Genesee Community College has improved the lives
of citizens in Genesee, Livingston, Orleans and Wyoming counties.
Beyond the wide variety of educational services and community 
resources our College provides, Genesee has become 
one of the region’s most significant
economic engines.

Once again in 2016, 
we enlisted the assistance of

 Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc., 
an independent, internationally-recognized 

research institute, to assess the depth of Genesee Community 
College’s economic impact on our four-county region. Using state-of-the-art, 

peer-reviewed research techniques, EMSI concluded that the College’s economic impact on
 Genesee, Livingston, Orleans and Wyoming counties continues to increase. 

THE ECONOMIC IMPACT OF GENESEE COMMUNITY COLLEGE
  

Genesee Community College accounts for 2.8% of the G.L.O.W. region’s   
$7.2 billion annual economy.

College, faculty staff spending in G.L.O.W. region - $31.1 million

Local student spending related to GCC - $8.9 million

Local spending by former students living in the region - $159.1 million

Total economic impact - $199.1 million

GROWING LOCAL JOBS
Genesee Community College brings dollars into our local communities. These dollars flow into local 
businesses and financial institutions, where they are exchanged for goods and services. These dollars 
also protect and support local jobs:

445 of Genesee Community College’s 706 full-time and part-time employees live in   
Genesee, Livingston, Orleans or Wyoming counties.
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STRENGTHENING LOCAL FAMILIES
Students who attend Genesee Community College prepare for successful vocations and careers, learn 
skills that last a lifetime, and increase their earning potential. The majority of Genesee Community 
College graduates remain in our local communities. The earning power created by GCC brings stability 
to the lives of our graduates, and to their families.

95% of Genesee Community College alumni live in New York State,     
and 75% live within driving distance.

CURRENT AVERAGE ADDITIONAL ANNUAL 
EARNINGS OF FORMER GCC STUDENTS

$9,800
AVERAGE ADDITIONAL LIFETIME EARNINGS 
OF FORMER GCC STUDENTS

$441,000
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EDUCATION PRODUCES

$6.50 
IN ADDITIONAL INCOME



ABOUT OUR ECONOMIC IMPACT RESEARCH

This economic impact study was based on a state-of-the-art research model developed and field-tested 
by Economic Modeling Specialists, Inc. (EMSI), an Idaho-based international consulting and research 
institute. The research model has been reviewed and endorsed by independent economists.

EMSI is known across the globe for its meticulous research, and EMSI clients include a wide variety of 
public and private organizations.

The EMSI model summarizes the impact of college spending, direct tax savings attributable to the 
College, and spending by students. It also estimates, with great precision, the additional income earned 
by former students and the additional taxes they pay as a direct result of their Genesee Community 
College education. The study examined data from the 2013-2014 fiscal year.

A copy of the EMSI technical report is available from Genesee Community College
(585-343-0055, X6234) upon request. 

SERVING LOCAL TAXPAYERS
Publicly-funded services are often vital to local communities, but usually produce negative financial 
returns. However, every tax dollar appropriated to Genesee Community College produces community 
profit in real dollars – additional taxes paid by former Genesee students as a direct result of their 
education. Taxpayers earn a real money return on their investment. In addition, the more GCC-educated 
people that live in our local communities, the less we pay for unemployment, public assistance, and 
health-related costs.

 FORMER GCC STUDENTS PAY 
INCREMENTAL STATE & GLOW 
REGION TAXES
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$26.8
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NET POSITIVE RETURN TO 
TAXPAYERS

$24.8
MILLION

DID YOU KNOW?

• A Genesee Community College graduate living in Genesee, Livingston, Orleans or Wyoming counties with 
an associate’s degree from Genesee will earn $441,000 more over the course of his or her working life than 
local high school graduates.

• GCC provided productivity-boosting training to 3,315 employees totaling 48,000 hours last year, as well as 
thousands of other residents who enroll in training and continuing education programs to build their skills.

• GCC brought $2.9 million in grant support to our 
local communities last year.

• GCC staff helped area students obtain  
$25.3 million in college financial assistance last 
year.

• GCC Adult Educational Opportunity Center 
helped 1,311 unemployed and underemployed 
residents find new educational and job 
opportunities last year.

• Last year, 2,576 area high school students 
registered for affordable college courses at 
Genesee. The value of college savings to 
participating families was estimated to be  
$9.8 million at New York state public colleges and 
$16.6 million at private colleges across the nation.

• The average annual property tax contribution to 
Genesee Community College is $61 per G.L.O.W. 
region household.

ECONOMIC
IMPACT
of
GENESEE 
COMMUNITY 
COLLEGE

TAX PAYER RETURN ON INVESTMENT:
EVERY TAX DOLLAR 
PRODUCES A REMARKABLE

16.70%
FAR GREATER RETURN THAN MOST PUBLIC OR 
PRIVATE INVESTMENTS


