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A Note to Our Readers

A big part of our mission in  
publishing Advance is to make it 
easy for your family to identify the 
value of education for a lifetime.  

We know that the betterment of our 
region is directly correlated to  
education and we’re excited to 
share the impact SPSCC has on 
Thurston County in this special  
issue.

As always, inside you will find  
important information about  
programs, degrees, certificates,  
and professional and personal  
enrichment opportunities.

Plus, you will see special Emsi 
Quick Facts from a recent SPSCC 
economic impact study that directly 
relates to Thurston County.

As you browse this issue of  
Advance, we encourage you to 
consider and support the multitude 
of ways SPSCC positively impacts 
our community.

Cover photo by We Shoot

Published by the Public Relations Office.
Cindy Lawrence, Rachel Martinez,  
Kelly Green, Nausheen Kasmani, and 
Kati Sagawa (pictured left to right).

On the Cover: Making a $316.1 Million Impact on 
Thurston County's Economy

“The value of SPSCC influences both the lives of students and also the regional 
economy. The college serves a range of industries in the SPSCC Service Area, 
supports local businesses, and benefits society as a whole in Washington from 
an expanded economy and improved quality of life.”  (see graphic on page 3)

That quote opens the executive summary of a recent economic impact study by 
Emsi that shows the remarkable $316.1 million impact SPSCC makes locally. To 
put that number in context, the $316.1 million represents 2.9% of the local gross 
regional product, which is approximately equal to the impact that the real estate 
industry makes on our region.

SPSCC president Tim Stokes stated, “We know about the impact we have on the 
lives of our students, so we are happy to see this impact validated through this 
data that reveals the tremendous value of higher education in Thurston County.”

The Economic Impact Analysis dissected the college’s operations spending,  
student spending, and the impact of alumni who remain in the region and  
purchase goods and services. Broken down,

• $34 million comes from day-to-day operations spending, payroll, and benefits;
• $12.6 million comes from current students; and
• $269.4 million is generated from alumni working in the region.

Emsi Quick Fact

DOLLARS ADDED TO REGION JOBS

Operations spending impact

$34 million 564
Student spending impact

$12.6 million 212
Alumni impact

$296.4 million 4,447

TOTAL IMPACT

$316.1 million 5,223
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Multiple Locations to 
Serve You

Olympia Campus
2011 Mottman Road SW, Olympia
360-596-5200

Our Olympia Campus includes 
state-of-the-art learning facilities 
nestled in a beautiful forested 
setting on the border of Olympia 
and Tumwater.

Lacey Campus
4220 6th Avenue SE, Lacey 
360-709-2000
Our Lacey campus is  
conveniently located across  
from the Lacey Transit Center,  
making SPSCC more accessible 
than ever.

Online
spscc.edu/online
You can take a wide array of 
courses online! You can also 
take hybrid courses that blend 
in-person and online learning 
for a well-rounded educational 
experience.

Continued: Making a $316.1 Million Impact on Thurston County Economy

Additionally, the report presented an Investment Analysis that proves significant 
ROI to students, taxpayers, and society as a whole.

The study states that, “For every one dollar students invest in SPSCC in the form of 
out-of-pocket expenses and forgone time and money, they receive a cumulative 
of $3.60 in higher future earnings, or a 15.4% average annual rate of return.”

Return for state and local taxpayers are nearly as strong as it is for students— 
SPSCC returns more to government budgets than it costs.  For every one dollar 
of public money invested in SPSCC, taxpayers receive a cumulative value of $3.10 
over the course of the students’ working lives; an average annual rate of return of 
10.4%.

Though harder to quantify, the report shows that from a societal perspective, there 
is a statistical correlation between education and an increased state economic 
base. People who attend college typically have a higher quality of life, which  
generates social savings in areas of health and wellness, crime, and unemploy-
ment. When considered along with the economic impact numbers for students 
and alumni living and working in the region, the reports shows that for every dollar 
invested in education at SPSCC by students, taxpayers, or the college itself, an 
average of $9.60 in benefits will accrue to society in Washington State.

“SPSCC creates a significant positive impact on the business community and  
generates a return on investment to its major stakeholder groups—students,  
taxpayers, and society,” stated Emsi.

Stokes added, “Education is a key driver of our local economy. Industries need a 
highly skilled workforce to thrive and this study proves that when businesses can 
find that workforce right in their own backyard, everybody wins.”

More information about the Emsi study can be found at spscc.edu/impact.

SPSCC SERVICE AREA

spscc.edu/visitEmsi Quick Fact

HIGHER EARNINGS BY EDUCATION LEVEL 
AT CAREER MIDPOINT

Less than 
high 

school

High 
school

Associate Bachelor's

$11.1 BILLION

134,589

$21,600
$29,700

$37,400

$55,300
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Areas of Study & 
Student Resources
We offer a wide range of degree and 
certificate options to help take you 
where you want to go. 

Pre-Medicine
Music
Nursing (pre-BSN)
Nutrition
Oceanography
Philosophy
Physical Education
Physical Therapy
Physics
Political Science
Psychology
Russian
Sociology
Spanish
Pre-Veterinary Medicine
World Languages

Professional/Technical 
Certificates and Degrees
Quickly attain the skills you need to 
be career-ready.
Accounting
Accounting Clerk
Advanced Manufacturing
Automotive Technology
Baking and Pastry Arts
Business Administration
Business Operations Coordinator
Clerk/Receptionist (Customer Service Specialist)
Computer Aided Drafting Technology/ 
Building Information Modeling (CAD/BIM)
Computer Network Administration
Computer Programming
Culinary Arts
Database Management
Dental Assisting Technology
Early Childhood Education
Entrepreneurship
Financial Services
Fire and Emergency Services Technology
Human Resource Assistant
Information Technology Computer Support
Medical Billing and Coding
Nursing
Office Administration
Office Assistant
Paralegal
Parenting Education
Phlebotomy
Web Design
Welding Technology

Corporate and Continuing Education
Explore professional development or 
personal enrichment opportunities. 
Community Education
Professional Certification Program
Computers
Career Development

Student Services
Get the most out of your experience at 
SPSCC by leveraging holistic services.
Access/Disability Services
Advising
Assessment/Testing Center
Athletics
Career Exploration
Childcare (on-campus)
Counseling
Diversity & Equity Center
Financial Aid
Intramurals
Library
Online Classes
Running Start Program
Student Clubs/Campus Life
Scholarships
Student Computing Centers
Study Abroad
Tutoring/Learning Support
Transfer Services
Veterans/Military Benefits
Workforce Transitions

Transitional Studies
It's your turn to get from where you 
are to where you want to go. 
Adult Basic Skills
Developmental Education
General Education Development (GED)
High School 21+
Integrated Basic Education and Skills Training   
  (I-BEST)
Pre-College-Level Reading, Math and English

We are a Military Friendly School and a member of the  
National Association of Veterans’ Program Administration

Transfer Degrees
Set yourself up for a smooth transfer 
to a 4-year university.
Accounting
Allied Health fields
American Sign Language
Anthropology
Art      
Astronomy
Biology
Botany
Business
Chemistry
Chinese
Communications Studies
Computer Science
Criminal Justice
Drama
Earth Science
Economics
Education
Engineering
English
Environmental Science
Film
French
Geography
Geology
German
History
Humanities
International/Intercultural Studies
Japanese
Pre-Law
Naturopathic Medicine
Mathematics

South Puget Sound Community College does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, disability, 
honorably discharged veteran or military status, sexual orientation, or age in its programs and activities. The following person 

has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-discrimination policies and Title IX compliance inquiries: Chief  
Human Resources Officer, 2011 Mottman Rd SW, Olympia, WA, 98512, 360-596-5361. SPSCC publications are available in  

alternate formats upon request by contacting the Access Services Office at 360-596-5457.

Associate degree graduates will 
make $37,400 more per year at  
their career midpoint.

Emsi Quick Fact
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Paying for College  Scholarships and Financial Aid

Paying for college is one of the biggest concerns for a lot of families.  
SPSCC aims to eliminate barriers to education by making it easy for you 
to get funding for the education you desire. In fact, we award more than 
12,000 scholarships and grants to students each year, totaling nearly  
$10 million!

Complete the FAFSA
Complete the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) at fafsa.
gov starting on October 1 for the following school year. List SPSCC as your 
school.  Our School Code is 005372.

Check portal for needed information
Be sure that you’ve provided everything necessary to process financial 
aid. Visit your Financial Aid Portal to find out if anything else is needed 
from you: spscc.edu/financial-aid.

Meet your deadlines
Completed financial aid applications are reviewed on a first-come, first 
served basis.  Submit applications by the deadlines to be notified of your 
financial aid eligibility before tuition is due.  Apply early and check on your 
status at the Financial Aid Portal.

Apply for Scholarships
We award over 200 scholarships to students each year through the 
SPSCC Foundation.  Scholarship cycles open in September and March. 
Information about Foundation and external scholarships can be found at 
spscc.edu/scholarships.

ADDITIONAL FEES

Student Building Fee (1-10 credits)                  
$1.90 per credit

Matriculation Fee                         
$20.00 per quarter

Technology Fees 

(1-9 credits)      $35.00 per quarter

(10+ credits)     $45.00 per quarter

ABE, Parent Coop, ESL, GED         
$10.00 per quarter

Course Fee                                    
Listed in class schedule if required.

Number 
of Credits

Washington 
Resident

Non-Washington 
Resident, US Citizen

Non-Resident, 
International

1 $102.91 $116.34 $279.62

2 $205.82 $232.68 $559.24

3 $308.73 $349.02 $838.86

4 $411.64 $465.36 $1,118.48

5 $514.55 $581.70 $1,398.10

6 $617.46 $698.04 $1,677.72

7 $720.37 $814.38 $1,957.34

8 $823.28 $930.72 $2,236.96

9 $926.19 $1,047.06 $2,516.58

Number 
of Credits

Washington 
Resident

Non-Washington 
Resident, US Citizen

Non-Resident, 
International

10 $1,029.10 $1,163.40 $2,796.20

11 $1,080.06 $1,214.36 $2,854.35

12 $1,131.02 $1,265.32 $2,912.50

13 $1,181.98 $1,316.28 $2,970.65

14 $1,232.94 $1,367.24 $3,028.80

15 $1,283.90 $1,418.20 $3,086.95

16 $1,334.86 $1,469.16 $3,145.10

17 $1,385.82 $1,520.12 $3,203.25

18 $1,436.78 $1,571.08 $3,261.40

Students repeating a course after the third time will be required to pay the full cost of the course  
(Non-Resident, International Rate) for any additional repeat attempts regardless of their residency. 
 

2016-17 TUITION

UPCOMING DATES & DEADLINES
Last day to register for winter quarter is Jan. 6, 2017
Register for spring quarter starting Feb. 21, 2017
Apply for scholarships by April 14, 2017

PREPPING FOR COLLEGE IN FALL 2017

Complete FAFSA now  Starting Oct. 1, 2016
Apply now  Starting Oct. 1, 2016
New student advising/registration begins May 22, 2017
Apply for scholarships by April 14, 2017

CURRENT STUDENTS FUTURE STUDENTS

** Forbes' S&P 500, 1994-2014

Emsi Quick Fact

15.4%

7.2%
Avg. Annual  

Return for  
SPSCC Students

Stock Market  
10-year Avg. 

Return**
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SIMPLE STEPS
Become a Student in

spscc.edu/start   
APPLY online or in person, Bldg. 22 (Olympia Campus) or Bldg. 1 
(Lacey Campus) at the OneStop desk. There is no application fee.   

1. APPLY/REAPPLY   

spscc.edu/getconnected       
Activate your new my.spscc.edu email account.  Use that email 
address as your login to computers around campus and to ac-
cess the student portal and Office 365. 

2.  GET CONNECTED

spscc.edu/pay-for-college            
Fill out the FAFSA to request the money you need to attend 
college at SPSCC. Check your Financial Aid Portal to find out 
what’s missing in your financial aid application. Consider  
applying for Scholarships—they’re free money, after all!

3.  DETERMINE FUNDING

5

4.  ASSESS YOUR SKILLS

spscc.edu/assessment           
In order to get into classes, an evaluation of your skills is needed.  
You can do this through placement testing or transcript review.  

5.  ATTEND ADVISING & REGISTRATION

spscc.edu/start/registration         
New students must attend a New Student Advising &  
Registration session to help you get the most out of your  
college experience and secure the classes you need. Sign  
up early as dates (and classes) fill fast!

PAY TUITION & FEES

spscc.edu/pay-for-college         
Missing the tuition due date can mean missing out on the 
classes you want—even if you're already registered. Make  
payments online or set up a payment plan.

GET HELP

Contact us at outreach@spscc.edu or 360-596-5440

81% Completion Enrolled per District

North 
Thurston

338

Olympia
325

Other
253

Tumwater
186

RUNNING START
2016-17 ENROLLMENT: 1,153

Cost to Family

$0*

“If you care about your education,  
you’ll be successful. Plus, you’re  

independent and treated with respect.”

2016 running start student, 
graduate & ASB President 
Madison Luther

Why Your Family Should Consider

spscc.edu/visit       
Need help with any of these steps?  Attend an Admissions 
Information Session at either campus location to get an overview 
of the steps and tools you need to become a successful student.  
One-on-one appointments and campus tours also available!

spscc.edu/apply/runningstart

* Fees & text book costs not included 

17% of 
Student Body

Makes Up
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2016 Scholarship Reception Student Speaker
After two years of working retail and 
almost going to college two times, Ryan 
found his way back to Olympia in order 
to find his passion at SPSCC. A motivated 
student—with an entrepreneurial spirit 
like his grandfather—Ryan is pursuing a 
Direct Transfer Degree in Business and is 
now in his second year. He’s the recipi-
ent of the Donald V. Rhodes Scholarship 
in Business Studies, a scholarship that 
came just as Ryan’s savings got tight and 
tuition costs seemed impossible.  After 
he graduates next June, Ryan hopes to 
attend Saint Martin’s University for Ac-
counting, become a CPA, and pursue his 
dreams in business.

SPSCC FOUNDATION UPDATE

Recap from The Experience 

$460,552 raised for scholarships and student success

On October 1, community businesses, donors, elected officials, and more joined 
us to celebrate an evening of innovation focused on the future for our students.  
The Experience annual scholarship fundraiser had its most successful year yet 
in attendance numbers and dollars donated to scholarships. Thanks to all who 
joined us! And save the date for next year’s fundraisers: Clipper Scramble on 
June 2 and The Experience on October 7.

For sponsorship inquiries, please call 360-596-5430 or visit spscc.edu/foundation.

Paula Heck, U.S. Rep. Denny Heck, and SPSCC Trustee Leonor Fuller

Emsi Quick Fact

ALUMNI IMPACT
The economic impact of 

alumni working and living in 
Thurston County is

$269.4 million
Alumni retired, unemployed,  
and migrated since attendance

Alumni actively employed in-
county today since attendance

Year of graduation

1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2014

Total

Ryan Patterson

SPSCC Alum Geomarc Panelo

+ + + + + =



2011 Mottman Rd. SW
Olympia, WA 98512
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Resident Boxholder

S O U T H  P U G E T  S O U N D  
C O M M U N I T Y  C O L L E G E

ARTIST & 
LECTURE 

SERIES2016�17

visit spscc.edu/foundation

Tickets available through SPSCC 
Foundation. Call 360-596-5430  
for sponsorships and seats.  
Tickets are $40. Limited space. 

Michael Tubbs: Keynote, MLK 
Banquet  Jan. 14, 2017 at 6 p.m.
Michael Tubbs, a first-generation 
Stanford graduate from South 
Stockton, is a passionate advocate 
for education, community, and 
policy. Tubbs will honor the legacy 
of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. as the 
keynote speaker for SPSCC’s  
annual MLK Banquet. Tubbs will 
touch on the role of youth in  
political action and overcoming  
obstacles in completing education.
spscc.edu/ALSeries

WINTER ATHLETICS SCHEDULE
All games listed are played at 
home in the gym on the Olympia 
Campus.  For more information on 
the latest schedule and results, visit 
spscc.edu/mbb or spscc.edu/wbb.

Men’s Basketball Women’s Basketball
Nov. 18 vs Concordia Univ. Club Nov. 20 vs Wenatchee Valley
Dec. 7 vs Concordia Univ. Club Nov. 22 vs Peninsula
Jan. 11 vs Green River Nov. 26 vs Edmonds
Jan. 18 vs Pierce Dec. 9 vs Blue Mountain
Jan. 28 vs Tacoma Dec. 16 – 18 Clipper Crossover Tournament
Feb. 11 vs Highline Jan. 11 vs Green River
Feb. 18 vs Centralia Jan. 18 vs Pierce
Feb. 22 vs Grays Harbor Jan. 28 vs Tacoma
March 1 vs Lower Columbia Feb. 11 vs Highline

Feb. 18 vs Centralia
Feb. 22 vs Grays Harbor
March 1 vs Lower Columbia

@spsccathletics

@spscc_athletics 

@spsccathletics

Pre-season games


